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If you are a manual laborer, you find that the Bible has been put into your workshop, into your hand, 
into your heart. It teaches and preaches how you should treat your neighbor. Just look at your tools—at 
your needle or thimble, your beer barrel, your goods, your scales or yardstick or measure—and you will 
read this statement inscribed on them. Everywhere you look, it stares at you. Nothing that you handle 
every day is so tiny that it does not continually tell you this, if you will only listen…. All this is continually 
crying out to you: “Friend, use me in your relations with your neighbor just as you would want your 
neighbor to use his property in his relations with you.”1 
  
 
There is no true, basic difference between laymen and priests, princes and bishops, between religious 
and secular, except for the sake of office and work, but not for the sake of status. They are all of the 
spiritual estate, all are truly priests, bishops, and popes. But they do not all have the same work to 
do…. A cobbler, a smith, a peasant: each has the work and office of his trade, and yet they are all alike 
consecrated priests and bishops. Further, everyone must benefit and serve every other by means of his 
own work or office so that in this way many kinds of work may be done for the bodily and spiritual 
welfare of the community, just as all the members of the body serve one another.2 
  
 
Although the Christian is thus free from all works, he ought in this liberty to empty himself, take upon 
himself the form of a servant, be made in the likeness of men, be found in human form, and to serve, 
help, and in every way deal with his neighbor as he sees that God through Christ has dealt and still 
deals with him. This he should do freely, having regard for nothing but divine approval. He ought to 
think:… “I will therefore give myself as a Christ to my neighbor, just as Christ offered himself to me.”  
Just as our neighbor is in need and lacks that in which we abound, so we were in need before God and 
lacked his mercy. Hence, as our heavenly Father has in Christ freely come to our aid, we also ought 
freely to help our neighbor through our body and its works, and each one should become as it were a 
Christ to the other that we may be Christs to one another and Christ may be the same in all, that is, that 
we may be truly Christians…. We conclude, therefore, that a Christian lives not in himself, but in Christ 
and in his neighbor.  Otherwise he is not a Christian. He lives in Christ through faith, in his neighbor 
through love. By faith he is caught up beyond himself into God. By love he descends beneath himself 
into his neighbor. Yet he always remains in God and in his love. 3 
 
 
What else is all our work to God—whether in the fields, in the garden, in the city, in the house, in war, or 
in government—but just such a child’s performance, by which He wants to give His gifts in the fields, at 
home, and everywhere else? These are the masks of God, behind which He wants to remain concealed 
and do all things.4 

 
1 “Commentary on the Sermon on the Mount” (Luther’s Works 21:237). 
2 “To the Christian Nobility,” LW 44:127-130. 
3 Freedom of the Christian, LW 31: 366-67, 371. 
4 LW 14:114-115. 


