
ARC 331: History of Architecture from the Industrial Revolution to the Digital Age (Spring 2018) 
Test 2 Study Guide  

 
The English Arts and Crafts Movement 
•  Who were the main protagonists of the English Arts and Crafts 

Movement, and to what were they reacting? 
•  What institutions helped develop this movement? 
•  How do Webb & Voysey houses embody the aims of this movement? 
•  What is the role of architectural precedent in the Arts & Crafts? 

 
Legacies of the Arts & Crafts Movement in the US 
 
•  The Stick & Shingles styles are both specifically American and 

dependent on external influence. Explain. 
•  Based on “The Art and Craft of the Machine” as well as his Prairie 

Houses, is Wright more a follower or departer of Morris? 
•  Explain how the “Richardsonian Romanesque” relates both to the 

Arts and Crafts and to the training he received at the École. 
•  Compare and contrast the Arts and Crafts homes to Carpenter 

Gothic homes. 
 
"Three American Architects" 
•  How are Richardson, Sullivan, and Wright grouped in an 

architectural lineage?  
•  Using specific examples, explain the innovations in American house 

design seen in works by Richardson, Sullivan, and Wright. 
•  Compare and contrast the design styles of Sullivan and Richardson 

high rises. 
•  What evidences of Classicism are there in the designs of Richardson, 

Sullivan, and Wright? How do they exist within and beside the non-
Classical elements of their works? 

 
Proud & Soaring Things 
•  How much is “The Tall Office Building Artistically Considered” an 

essay about strict functionalism? How do you think Sullivan was 
defining or identifying “function” in the tall office building? 

•  What is terra cotta and why was it central to the Chicago School? 
•  Compare and contrast the Monadnock and the Reliance as examples 

of early tall building design in Chicago.  
•   What was Chicago School, who was part of it, and what did they do?  

America’s “Gilded Age” 
•  How do the Newport “cottages” exemplify the idea and ideals of the 

“"Gilded Age.” 
•  The Vanderbilts collected beautiful trinkets and inspiration while 

traveling through Europe. How did this affect the Breakers? 
•  Why did industrialists like the Vanderbilts admire European 

aristocrats? How does this show in architecture? 
•  Explain how Alva and Consuelo Vanderbilt illustrate the role of 

women in American society at the turn of the 20th c. 
 

The American Renaissance 
•  What does this section have in common with the “Gilded Age”? 
•  What were Burnham’s goals in brining European planning to 

American cities? To what extent were his ideas successful? 
•  Explain the significance of train stations at the time, and how 

architects chose precedents for these new building types. 
•  Describe how the goals of the American Renaissance were both 

global, in drawing from European/ancient precedent, but also local, 
in focus on the immediate region/context. 

 
Art Nouveau  
•  What is the relationship between art nouveau & arts and crafts? 
•  What was the source(s) of inspiration for new ornament by architects 

in Paris, Brussels, Barcelona, Budapest, & Vienna? 
•  How were Art Nouveau buildings attached to local 

culture/vernaculars/folk craft traditions as well as broad European 
goals of modernism? 

•  To what extent were different AN architects interested in new 
structural materials and methods, and where do we see that? 

 
Fin de siècle Vienna 
•  How does Loos indicate a shift of thinking at the close of AN? 
•  How did Olbrich's architecture differ from the work of Wagner? 
•  What is Wagner’s “art-form” theory and how did he practice it? 
•  How are metro stations good indications of a city’s growing 

modernity and approach to turn-of-the-century design? 
 


