
ARC 232: posting assignment            due: Sat., February 24, 2018 
 
Eighteenth-Century Publications 
 
The Renaissance is most closely related with the birth of architectural publishing due to its concurrence 
with the advent of metal moveable type on printing presses attributed to Gutenberg. However, the 
eighteenth century witnessed several additional technical developments, including expanded use of 
mezzotint and stereotyping, but most importantly, a change in the business of printing and consumption 
of published works that led to its continued great growth, with the numbers of books published in each 
century more than doubling from the fifteenth to the eighteenth. 
 
Scenario: imagine that you, an enthusiastic bibliophile/book collector, are at an auction featuring 
eighteenth-century architectural texts, including works by Campbell, Adam, Gibbs, Chambers, Piranesi, 
Stuart and Revett, and Benjamin. Review them digitally from links provided on the course website. 
Considering what you know of them from your textbook (they largely fall into the categories of 
Palladianism and Neo-Classicism although, as you will know from your careful reading of the book and 
having taken the comprehension quiz, that Neo-Classicism is not strictly bound by style), select two for 
focused study and leaf through the entirety of these two works. 
 
Finally, select the one that you would want to take home from the auction (recognizing that money is no 
object for a wealthy architect like yourself). On Instagram, post a single image that you find particularly 
compelling from your selected book, with a comment that includes: 
 

•   the title of the plate (if available), and its source (both the author/book title/date, and website) 
•   brief text that explains what about this book was most interesting to you, of the two you 

considered (is it something about the book as an art object, or its usefulness to practice, or a 
general inspiration, or something else?). Your text should address both titles that you 
considered, but explain the decision-making process that led to your selection of the one that 
you did 

•   your name, if it is not apparent in your Instagram handle 
•   the hashtags #ARC232SP18 and #ARC232SP18post4 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

I wrote this! 
James Gibbs & Robert Adam 


