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1. [Introduction] 

In the twenty-third year of our administration, … [the monks] began to beg me vigorously and in love that I 
should not remain silent about the fruit of our past labors but rather with pen and ink should preserve for future 
memory the additions which the munificence of almighty God bestowed upon this church during the time of 
our leadership … We therefore, devoutly assenting to their devout and reasonable requests, without hungering 
for empty glory or demanding the reward of human praise or impermanent earthly reward, … we thought it 
proper and useful to inform present and future readers of the increase in revenues, construction of buildings 
and multiplication of treasures in the church of the most blessed martyrs Denis, Rusticus and Eleutherius. . .  

25. Concerning the First Addition to the Church  

 

Even while [the painting and restoration of the original church walls] was being carried out at great expense, 
however, because of the inadequacy we often felt on special days such as the feast of the blessed Denis, the 
fair, and many other times, when the narrowness of the place forced women to run to the altar on the heads of 
men as on a pavement with great anguish and confusion; for this reason, moved by divine inspiration and 
encouraged by the council of wise men as well as the prayers of many monks, in order to avoid the displeasure 
of the holy martyrs I undertook to enlarge and amplify the noble monastic church consecrated by the divine 
hand, devoutly praying both in our chapter and in church that he who is beginning and end, alpha and omega, 
should join a good end with a good beginning by way of a sound middle, and that he might not exclude from 
the building of the temple a bloody man who wholeheartedly desired this more than the treasures of 
Constantinople. Thus we began with the former main entrance, dismantling a certain addition said to have 
been built by Charlemagne on a very worthy occasion, because his father, the Emperor Pepin, had ordered 
that he be buried outside that entrance, face down, for the sins of his father Charles Martel… 

27. Concerning the Cast and Gilded Doors  

We erected the main doors, on which are represented the passion and resurrection of Christ, with great 
expense and heavy outlay for their gilding as befits such a noble portico…. We also arranged to have the 
towers and upper crenellations of the front altered with an eye to beauty and, should circumstances require, to 
utility… 

Furthermore, the verses on the doors are these:  

 All you who seek to honor these doors,  
 Marvel not at the gold and expense but at the craftsmanship of the work.  
 The noble work is bright, but, being nobly bright, the work  
 Should brighten the minds, allowing them to travel through the lights  
 To the true light, where Christ is the true door.  



 The golden door defines how it is imminent in these things.  
 The dull mind rises to the truth through material things,  
 And is resurrected from its former submersion when the light is seen. 

32. Concerning the Golden Cross  

Had we been able, we would have insisted that the sacred, life-giving cross, healing banner of our savior's 
eternal victory, of which the apostle says, "God forbid that I should glory except in the cross of Christ" (Gal. 
6:14), be adorned all the more gloriously inasmuch as it is "the sign of the Son of Man who will appear in the 
heavens" (Matt. 24:30) at the end, not only to men but to angels, and we would have greeted it perpetually as 
did the apostle Andrew: "Hail, cross, dedicated to Christ's body and adorned with his members like pearls." 
Nevertheless, since we could not do as we wished, we wished to do as well as we could and, God providing, 
we worked to fulfill our plans. Thus, searching all about (personally and through our agents) for a large supply 
of precious pearls and gems, preparing as costly a supply of gold and gems as we could find for such 
ornamentation, we called together the most experienced artisans from various places… 

Thus sometimes when, because of my delight in the beauty of the house of God, the multicolor loveliness of 
the gems has called me away from external cares, and worthy meditation, transporting me from material to 
immaterial things, has persuaded me to examine the diversity of holy virtues, then I seem to see myself existing 
on some level, as it were, beyond our earthly one, neither completely in the slime of earth nor completely in 
the purity of heaven. By the gift of God I can be transported in an anagogical manner from this inferior level to 
that superior one. . . . 

To me, I confess, it always has seemed right that the most expensive things should be used above all for the 
administration of the holy Eucharist. If golden vessels, vials and mortars were used to collect "the blood of 
goats or calves or the red heifer, how much more" should gold vases, precious stones and whatever is most 
valuable among created things be set out with continual reverence and full devotion "to receive the blood of 
Jesus Christ" (Heb. 9:1 3f)… 

To be sure, those who criticize us argue that holy mind, pure heart and faithful intention should suffice for this 
task. These are, we agree, the things that matter most; yet we profess that we should also serve God with the 
external ornaments of sacred vessels, in all internal purity and in all external nobility, and nowhere is this to be 
done as much as in the service of the holy sacrifice. For it is incumbent upon us in every case to serve our 
redeemer in the most fitting way for in all things, without exception, he has not refused to provide for us, has 
united our nature with his in a single, admirable individual, and "setting us on his right hand" he has promised 
"that we will truly possess his kingdom" (Matt. 25:33f.) He is our lord who "lives and reigns forever" (Tobit 
9:11; Rev. 1:18, etc.)… 

 

 


