
ARC 231 H 
History of Architecture I: From Prehistory through the Middle Ages 

HONORS Syllabus for Fall 2017 
 

Requirements that are the same for both sections of ARC231 (see syllabus for details) 
 
Attendance and participation  
Readings  
VoiceThread  
Quizzes  
 
Requirements that are distinct for the honors section of ARC231 (see syllabus for additional details) 
 
Projects may require a different form/depth of participation (instructions forthcoming). 
Tests will be all-essay in format. 
One essay* is unique to the honors section (see below; note: grade will be averaged with your exams). 
 
*Reflective Essay 
 
You will complete one essay with images, bibliography, and foot/end notes. Its subject can be drawn from 
virtually any subject in the history of architecture that concerns our class (the establishment and flourishing of 
indigenous traditions, usually before 1400 CE). Your topic may be inspired by (1.) your first-hand study at the 
Oriental Institute (University of Chicago) or (2.) it may be completed by library research alone. Whatever the 
topic you want to explore, you should pose it as a question, and ensure that the question addresses a spiritual 
aspect of the subject itself or one from your contemporary vantage point: how does this subject reflect or 
express, the spiritual values of its makers—or how do you understand it from your own point of view? 
 
Parameters for essays 
(1.) 1,000 words, minimum of 5 print sources, OI website research (https://oi.uchicago.edu/visit), plus your own 
drawings completed on-site 
(2.) 2,000 words, minimum of 10 print sources is required 
 
Schedule 
 
11 September By this date, send three potential topics to Dr. Amundson via email. Be specific, and pose 

them as questions. Set up an appointment later in the week to discuss and finalize. 
 
26 September Working bibliography due (bring paper copy to class) 
 
23 October Share first draft with a colleague (who will be assigned to you) & Dr. Amundson via email 

attachments: 
•   copy of text in Word, with compete notes and updated bibliography 
•   include images as a separate PDF file 

 
6 November By this date, return marked-up papers to your colleagues; expect to receive yours from a 

colleague and Dr. Amundson. Make an appointment to discuss any final issues. 
 
21 November Final paper due (paper copy in class & as complete PDF) 


