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Sant Pau del Camp (Carrer de Sant Pau, 101) 
mostly late 11th century + 
 
"St. Paul in the fields" was well outside of the 
city when it was constructed, starting in 1096. 
Cloister, church and monastic quarters by the 
13th c. Monastery closed with secularization by 
the Spanish government in 1835. Cloister 
capitals show biblical and vernacular scenes. 
Greek cross church with massive barrel vaults. 
Entry flanked by columns bearing capitals that 
date to Visigothic period. Tympanum shows 
Christ in Majesty with Peter and Paul. 
 

 

Palau Güell (Carrer Nou de la Rambla, 3-5) 
Gaudí, 1886-88 (tours) 
 
Built for industrialist Eusebi Güell (who later 
ordered the housing project that became the 
Parc) as family home. Horse-drawn carriages 
accommodated under parabolic arches fitted 
with iron gates. Forged work is characteristic of 
early Gaudí in conjoining images of horse 
whips and seaweed. Basement stable is a 
predecessor for the underground car park built 
many years later at Casa Mila. Less colorful 
than his later works, the luxurious house 
reveals the architect's interest in synthesizing 
Gothic and Islamic precedent with his new, 
personal idiom. Interiors are lavish (mosaics, art 
glass, more parabolic arches) and the structure 
is innovative; worth the visit to see 
where Gaudí begins.  
 

 

Plaça Reial 
Franesc Daniel Molina i Casamajó, 1848-59 
 
The Royal Plaza, built on the remains of a 
deconsecrated monastery. At the center of the 
classically-ordered square is a fountain named 
for the three Graces portrayed in it. The 
surrounding 3-4 story buildings reflect Classical 
Spanish trends in the mid-19th c. Lanterns 
designed later in the century by Gaudi. 
 

 

Santa Maria del Mar (Plaça de Santa Maria, 1) 
Berenguer de Montagut, 1329-83 
 
St. Mary of the Sea, built at the height of 
Catalonia's flourishing as a maritime power. 
With ample funds, built relatively quickly, and 
following original design. Damaged in a 1428 
earthquake that required the replacement of 
the rose window in the west end, which was 
replaced in the newer Flamboyant style (1459). 
Additions were made to the interior through 
the 19th century. Northwest tower finished in 
1496; the other in 1902. The interior is light 
and spacious, with side aisles ending in an 
ambulatory with no transept; further spatial 
simplicity is achieved through the side aisles 
reaching the same height as the nave. Planning 
is consistently proportional: considering the 
chapel depth as a unit, the side aisles measure 
2x, the central aisle 4x; the width of the church 
is equal to its height. Ribbed vaults on 
octagonal columns on a very wide bay system, 
over 40' between columns. Lack of interior 
imagery is in part due to an early 20th century 
fire. 
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Carrer de Montcada 
laid out ca. 1150 
 
12th-c. urban scheme on a historic lane. Palaces 
built through the 18th c, with its greatest 
construction in 15th-16th centuries, when it 
attained its aristocratic character. After a 
decline, the preservation of the street as a 
monument of Spanish culture began in earnest 
in 1930. The Berenquer d'Aguilar Palace was 
the first to be restored, and adaptively reused 
as the Picasso Museum (1963). 
 

 

Santa Caterina Market 
EMBT, 2005 
 
Food market on the site of the former Convent 
of Santa Caterina (torched by anti-clerical 
revolutionaries in 1835). Traditional market 
layout on the interior topped by an undulating 
roof adorned with 325,000 tiles, supported on 
a laminated wood structure and steel arches. 
The roof form and structure were computer-
generated, but the roof panels, due to the 
great number of awkward curves, required 
significant manual labor.  
 

 

Cathedral of Barcelona (Pla de la Seu) 
Mostly 1298-15th century 
 
The Cathedral of the Holy Cross and Saint 
Eulalia (co-patron saint of the city, martyred by 
the Romans, and buried in the crypt). Site has 
remnants dating to 4th c. West facade finished 
1417, cloister (w/the famous geese) built in 
1448. Facade begun in late 19th c. on 
inspiration of original drawings and completed 
in 1913. Tall aisles; truncated transept. 

 

Basílica de Santa Maria del Pi (Plaça del Pi, 7) 
1319-91 
 
"St. Mary of the Pine" is one of the titles used 
for the Virgin Mary. Like the other big churches 
here, built as single nave with tall aisles and 
very little ornament (somewhat owing to 
arsonists in 1936). Rose window rebuilt in 1940. 
Tympanum shows Virgin and Child with the 
arms of the city and parish. The octagonal bell 
tower reaches a height of almost 180 feet.  
 

 

Antic Hospital De La Santa Creu (Carrer de 
l'Hospital, 56) 
Guillem d'Abriell, 1401 
 
Built to centralize the scattered hospitals across 
the city. Four two-story wings around a central 
patio; expanded with more wings in later 
centuries. One of the most ambitious hospitals 
of the Middle Ages anywhere in Europe, 
treating the physically and mentally ill, as well 
as serving as an orphanage. Great vaulted 
halls, gardens, and courts. Served well into the 
20th c., replaced in 1929 by the Mod’ista 
complex built by Domènech i Montaner in the 
Eixample.  
  

 

Mercat de Sant Josep de la Boqueria (La 
Rambla, 91) 
Mas Vilà, 1840-53; 1914 
 
A market has been on this site, very near to the 
original old city gate, since the early 13th c. 
Construction on this structure began in 1840 
with several rebuilding efforts to follow, 
concluding with the present metal roof in 1914. 
 


